On palpation over this area, distinct crepitation was felt, and slight pressure gave considerable pain. Dr Duncan was now summoned. The swelling then extended upwards to the zygoma, and several severe attacks of dyspnoea, accompanied by great lividity of the lips, had occurred. The head now advanced and reached the perineum, but lay more transversely than usual. The caput succedaneum was considerable. Dr Duncan applied the forceps; and while he was making only slight traction with one hand, the perineum gave way, the tear extending through the whole length of the perineum, through the sphincter ani, and up the rectum for fully an inch.
Evening.?Pulse, 102; temp. 100"4?. On the 15tli the two remaining stitches were removed. Up to this date patient's bowels had been kept unmoved by tincture of opium. On the 16tli she complained of pain and tenderness in the right iliac fossa and headache. She was ordered castor-oil and hot fomentations; the action of the oil to be followed by an opiate. On the 18th she was much better. Catheter still requisite, and urine very slightly albuminous. There was a considerable purulent discharge from perineum. The rectal wound was completely healed. On the 21st patient passed urine spontaneously. She was now put on meat diet.
The patient was discharged on the 7th September, one month after her delivery, with a full half-inch of perineum and the rectal wound completely healed. No further operation was recommended.
